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CONFIDENTIAL USUN 3767 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS:PFOR, US.UNSC, SF, WA 

SUBJ: COMMENTS OF UN COMMISSIONER FOR NAMIBIA MACBRIDE 

REF (A) STATE 210297 (NOTAL) (B) USUN 3454 (NOTAL) 

1 . PER REFTEL A, USUN INFORMED MISSIONS OF UK, FRANCE, 

ITALY, JAPAN, AND NETHERLANDS (FOR EC-9) OF GOV SCRANTON'S 
MEETING WITH SYG WALDHEIM ON AUGUST 25 (REFTEL B) CONCERNING 
SEAN MACBRIDE. AS OF SEPT. 14, ONLY UK AND NETHERLANDS 
HAD RECEIVED INSTRUCTIONS FOR REPLY TO USG SUGGESTION THAT 
THEY CONSIDER PARALLEL ACTION. 
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ACTIVITY WOULD ONLY DRAW MORE ATTENTION TO MACB RIDE'S 
COMMENTS THAN THEY DESERVE. NETHERLANDS ALSO AGREED THAT 
MACB RIDE HAD EXCEEDED HIS AUTHORITY, BUT SAID THAT SINCE IT 
WOULD TAKE SOME TIME TO COORDINATE EC-9 APPROACH, THEY 
WOULDN'T TAKE ANY ACTION UNLESS USG REQUESTS FURTHER 
CONSIDERATION. 

3. FRENCH, ITALIAN AND IAPANESE MISOFFS RESPONDED ALONG 
THE SAME LINE AS THE BRITISH, ALTHOUGH THEY STILL HAVEN'T 
RECEIVED INSTRUCTIONS, THEY BELIEVE THAT USG ACTION WAS 
ADQEQUATE AND APPROPRIATE UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES BUT THAT 
FURTHER DEMARCHES WOULD ONLY DIGNIFY AND AMPLIFY MACB RIDE'S 
REMARKS. FRENCH MISOFF ADDED THAT MACBRIDE'S REPLACEMENT 
MIGHT BE A "RADICAL' 1 AND CAUSE EVEN MORE TROUBLE FOR 

THE WESTERN NATIONS. 

4. COMMENT: THESE REACTIONS, OF COURSE, DID NOT REFLECT 
KNOWLEDGE OF THE MOST RECENT MACBRIDE TRANSGRESSIONS IN 
LAGOS, WHICH MIGHT CONDITION THE ATTITUDES OF FRIENDS WHO 
HAVE TENDED TO DISMISS MACBRIDE'S STATEMENTS AS TYPICAL OF 

A HIDEBOUND IRISHMAN. HOWEVER, JUDGING FROM OPINIONS EXPRESSED 
TO US BY EUROPEAN AND JAPANESE MISOFFS, WE DOUBT THAT EVEN 
THE DISCLOSURE OF MACBRIDE'S MOST RECENT COMMENTS (WHICH 
HAVE NOT BEEN REPORTED IN THE PRESS HERE) WILL NECESSARILY 
HEIGHTEN THE CONCERN IN OTHER MISSIONS AND CAPITALS, 

UNLESS THE DEPT INSTRUCTS US AND OTHERS TO RAISE THE LEVEL 
OF REPRESENTATION BOTH WITHIN USUN AND AT FIELD POSTS. 
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